The China-Korea Joint Workshop

On Deep-Sea Resources and Environment
Saturday, June 19~Tuesday, June 22, 2010

Xi'an Yanta International Hotel, Xi’an, People’s Republic of China

General Information

Venue

Xi'an Yanta International  Hotel (西安雁塔国际大酒店)

Add: No. 609 Xiying Road, Xi'an, P R China (西安市西影路609号)
Tel: +86-29-6866 3333
Accommodation

Rooms for the participants have been booked at workshop venue, please check in at the reception. Xi’an Yanta International Hotel is a five star hotel located in the south part of Xi’an with the Big Wild Goose Pagoda only a few minutes away. 

Travel Information

Weather:

June is the early summer season in Xi’an, with temperatures averagely 17~32 °C, and most of the days would be sunny and day. The weather forecast of Xi’an is available at http://weather.china.org.cn/english/.

Currency: 

Chinese currency is called Renminbi (RMB) which means “People’s currency”. The units are 元(yuan), 角(jiao=0.1 yuan), 分(fen=0.01 yuan). The paper currency includes 100, 50, 20, 10, 5 and rarely 2 and 1 yuan, and coins include 1, 0.5 and 0.1 yuan. Occasionally you may receive 0.05, 0.02 and 0.01 yuan coin as change in supermarkets. See more details at http://chinatour.com/currency/currency.htm.

Cash Exchange: 

Cash exchange is available in the Airport upon your arrival and major banks in the city. You will need Chinese currency for transport. The current exchange rate is approximately 1 US$=6.8 yuan RMB.

Taxi: 

Generally, the Xi’an taxi fare is RMB 6 for the first 2 km, RMB 1.5 for each additional km up to 8 km, and RMB 2.3 per km thereafter.

Note: There is an extra 1 RMB fuel surcharge over and above the price shown on the taxi meter.

Local Organizer Contacts

Dr Wen-Rui BU

First Institute of Oceanography, SOA

No. 6 Xianxialing Road, Qingdao 266061, China

Tel: +86-532-8896 6092

Fax: +86-532-8896 7491

Mobile: 13589223796
E-mail: buwenrui@fio.org.cn
Ms Shan-Shan HU

China-Korea Joint Ocean Research Center
No. 6 Xianxialing Road, Qingdao 266061, China

Tel: +86-532-8896 4987
Fax: +86-532-8896 4779

Mobile: 13465807733

E-mail: huss@fio.org.cn
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A Glance of Xi’an

Xian, the eternal city, records the great changes of the Chinese nation just like a living history book. Called Chang'an in ancient times, Xian is one of the birthplaces of the ancient civilization in the Yellow River Basin area of the country. During Xian's 3,100 year development, 13 dynasties such as Western Zhou (11th century BC - 771 BC), Qin (221 BC - 206 BC), Western Han (206 BC - 24 AD) and Tang (618 - 907) placed their capitals here. So far, Xian enjoys equal fame with Athens, Cairo, and Rome as one of the four major ancient civilization capitals.

Xian is the capital of Shaanxi province, located in the southern part of the Guanzhong Plain. With the Qinling Mountains to the south and the Weihe River to the north, it is in a favorable geographical location surrounded by water and hills. It has a semi-moist monsoon climate and there is a clear distinction between the four seasons. Except the colder winter, any season is relatively suitable for traveling. The cultural and historical significance of Xian, as well as the abundant relics and sites, help Shaanxi enjoy the laudatory title of 'Natural History Museum'. The Museum of Terra Cotta Warriors and Horses is praised as 'the eighth major miracle of the world', Mausoleum of Emperor Qin Shi Huang is listed on the World Heritage List, and the City Wall of the Ming Dynasty (1368 - 1644) is the largest and most intact Ming Dynasty castle in the world. In the city, there is the 3,000 years old Banpo Village Remains from the Neolithic Age (approximately from 8000 BC to 5000 BC), and the Forest of Stone Steles that holds 3,000 stone steles of different periods from the Han Dynasty to the Qing Dynasty. Around Xian, the Famen Temple enjoys the reputation of being the 'forefather of pagodas and temples in Central Shaanxi,' because it holds the finger bones of Sakyamuni -- the founder of Buddhism. The natural landscape around Xian is also marvelous Mt.Huashan one of the five best-known mountains in China, is famous for its breath-taking cliffs and its unique characteristics.
Traditional downtown Xian refers to the area encircled by the city wall, this has now been expanded to encompass the area within the second ring road (Er' huan Lu). The Bell Tower is the geographical center of Xian and the four main streets are respectively Dong Dajie, Xi Dajie, Nan Dajie and Bei Dajie which are also the main commercial streets. Xiao Zhai, the busiest commercial area is in the southern part of the city and is popular with both youths and students since many universities are located here. Shuyuan Men and the still under construction Luoma Shi are must-visit pedestrian streets in the city. Xian is also famous for its quantity of colleges throughout China. The old campuses of many colleges and universities are massed in the southern suburb of Xian, but most have established new campuses in far southern suburb - Chang'an District due to the lack of space within the city.

As tourist development grows in Xian, the hotel industry flourishes more and more. It is very easy to find a hotel in Xian, ranging from 5 star hotels to youth hostels. Of course, it will be any traveler's first choice to stay in the city center due to the superior geographical location and the convenient transportation.

Praised as 'the capital of table delicacies', Xian has been rich in the delicious Shaanxi snack, delicate Guangdong Cuisine, various kinds of fashionable foreign delicacies, and popular Sichuan Cuisine such as the hot pot. Among all the delicacies, the most famous and popular one is the Muslim Snack Street.

Xian is the most important city in northwest China, and so there are a lot of shopping outlets for locals and tourists alike. There are many big shopping centers, department stores and supermarkets in and around Xian city - the biggest and most comprehensive being Kai Yuan Shopping Mall and Century Ginwa Shopping Mall.

The night life in Xian has a unique glamour. Traditional ways include enjoying the night scenery around the Bell Tower, taking part in a Tang Dynasty Dinner Show, strolling on the ancient Big Wild Goose Pagoda Square and watching the music fountain performance. More modern and fashionable ways include singing in the KTV, hanging out in a bar, or dancing in a Disco. All in all, any experience in this ancient city will bring you fun and possibly a little surprise!
Direction Card
Show this card to the taxi driver who does not understand English “Please take me to Xi’an Yanta International Hotel”.
	我想去……

I want to go…
西安雁塔国际大酒店

Xi’an Yanta International Hotel
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	请带我去……

Please take me to…
西安雁塔国际大酒店

西影路609号
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